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A Patriarch’s Problematic Vow
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20 And Yaakovtook a vow, saying: 'lIf God will be with me, and will guard me on this way that|
go, and will give me bread to eat, and clothingto wear, 21 and | returnin peace to my father's
house, and then Hashem will be my God, 22 and this stone, which | have set up for a pillar, shall
be, house of God; and of all that You shall give me | will surely give a tenth to You.'
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13 And, behold, Hashem was standing over him, and He said:'l am Hashem, God of Avraham
your father, and the God of Yitzchak. The land upon which you are lying, to you will | give it, and
to your offspring. 14 And your offspring shall be as the dust of the earth, and you shall spread
out powerfully to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south. And through
you and your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 15 And, behold, | am with
you, and will guard you wherever you go, and will return you to this soil; for | will not leave you,

untill have done that which | have spoken of to you.'
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Ramban’s revolutionary approach-consistent with his approach to mitzvot and his own life

journey at age 73 to Israel and Jerusalem
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17 and the anger of Hashem shall be kindled against you, and He shall shut up the heaven, so

that there shall be no rain, and the ground shall not yield her fruit; and you will perish quickly
from off the good land which Hashem gave you. 18 And you shall lay up these My words in your
heartandin your soul;and you shall bind them for a sign upon your hand, and they shall be for
frontlets between your eyes. 19 And you shall teach them your children, talking of them, when
you sitin your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you
rise up. 20 And you shall write them upon the door-posts of your house, and upon your gates;
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Different Angels?
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1 And Yaakov lifted his feet, and went towards the land of the Easterners.

A complicated journey?
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2 And Yaakov beheld Lavan’s countenance, and, behold, it was not toward him as an earlier

days. 3 And Hashem said unto Yaakov: 'Return unto theland of your fathers, and to your
birthplace;and | will be with you.'
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10 and it was at the meeting time of the flock, that | lifted up my eyes, and saw in a dream, and,
behold, the he-goats which leaped upon the flock were streaked, speckled, and

checkered. 11 And an Angel of God said to me in the dream: Yaakov; and | said: here|

am. 12 And he said: Lift up now your eyes, and see, all the he-goats leapingupon the flock are
streaked, speckled, and checkered; for | have seen all that Lavan is doingto you. 13 1 am the
God of Beit-el, where you anointed a pillar, where you did make a Me a vow. Now arise, leave
thisland, and return unto the land of your birthplace.'
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And Yaakov went on his way, and angels of God encountered him.
When he saw them, Yaakov said, “This is God’s camp.” And he named that place Machanaim.




